[D] 


Abba Saul says, “[The use of the plural for] willows of the brook 
indicates that two separate purposes are served by willows. There is a 
willow to be included in the palm branch [/ulab], and there is a willow 
to be used in the Temple.” 


[E] [Reverting to A-C,] if so, why is it said, “Willows of the brook” [if 
B is correct that willows growing under other circumstances are 
acceptable]? 


[F] That is meant to exclude the kind that grows in a waterless region. 
[G] What is the kind that grows in waterless regions? 
[H] One that has teeth like a sickle is valid. 
[I] One that has teeth like a saw [T. Suk. 2:7F-G] is invalid. 


[J] What is a valid willow branch? One which has a red stem 
and an elongated leaf. 


[K] What is an invalid willow branch? One which has a white 
stem and a round leaf [T. Suk. 2:7]. 


3:4 


[A] R. Ishmael says, ‘Three myrtle branches, two willow branches, one 


palm branch, and one citron [are required], 


[B] “even if two [of the myrtle branches] have their tips broken off, and 


only one does not have its tip broken off.” 


[C] R. Tarfon says, “Even if all three of them have their tips broken off, 


[they are valid].”’ 


[D] R. Aqiba says, “Just as one palm branch and one citron [are 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


required], so one myrtle branch and one willow branch [are 
required ].” 


[With reference to Lev. 23:40: “And you shall take on the first day the 
fruit of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy trees, and 
willows of the brook,”] R. Ishmael provided the following exegesis [in 
support of his position at M. 3:4A]: “*The fruit of goodly trees’ refers 
to a single piece of fruit. “Branches of palm trees’ refers to a single 
such branch. ‘Boughs of leafy trees refers to three boughs of myrtle. 
“Willows of the brook’ refers to two willows. 


‘Two trained [myrtle branches], and one which does not have its tip 
cut off.” 


